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	Grammarcombe woods, Ashcombe Estate, Ashcombe, Nr Exeter;
OS Grid Reference for Emergency Services – SX884849

	Persons at risk: Children & Adults attending ATOTW settings, staff, parents, volunteers, site users
	



Risk Assessments are designed to manage rather than eliminate risk.  It is still possible for accidents and injuries to occur in any activity and A Touch of the Wild will not be held liable for any accidents or injuries that arise from any activities on their site.
This risk assessment is a preliminary overview of potential risks associated with general usage of A Touch of the Wild Camp and is meant to be a starting point only for consideration. Leaders will also need to conduct dynamic risk assessments to consider variable factors such as Individual needs of learners, Weather conditions, etc. These can be added to the risk assessment under Unique Control Measures when required. 
This Premises Risk Assessment is split into separate sections; 
1. 
2. Woodland environment
3. Equipment Store Hut
4. Kitchen Area and Tippy Taps
5. Toilets
6. Car park
7. Cargo Net
8. Tree House
9. Mud Kitchens
10. Swings
11. Parachute
12. Camp fire circle
13. Waterbutts
14. Tarps,Ropes
15. Log store
16. Book Nook
17. Hammocks (inside and outside)
18. Wood chip area
19. Rhodendron ‘Den’


	Element
	Hazard
(what is the danger)
	Risk
(how could it affect us)
	Standard Control Measures
(these should apply at all times for Kindergarten/WAC/Birthday Parties, Holiday Clubs and Toddler Groups)
	Unique Control Measures
(any extra measures specific to a hired/unique session)

	Woodland Environment 

	Weather
	Extreme weather 
	Hypothermia, Heat stroke, Sun burn, frost bite
	Weather forecast acquired prior to session but activities to be cancelled if weather is too poor (high winds) to continue and shelter taken where possible.
Follow bad weather cancellation policy, which includes guidance on wind, snow, thunderstorms and high temperatures. 
In very hot weather all group members to be carrying extra water,
reapply sun cream provided by parents on sunny days
adjust activities to ensure safety and wellbeing of children, for example, in cold weather provide more exercise/warm drinks/warm up in the shed, and in hot weather ensure rests and cooling down opportunities through water play activities, stories, hammock time, etc. 
Prerequisite precautions must be adhered to

	

	Ground 
	Uneven ground, animal holes, steep and slippery areas

	Slips, trips, falls, cuts grazes and abrasions. 

	Weekly site check as a minimum carried out by Leaders. 
Verbal warnings given regarding the position of holes and general chat about hazards for new learners/users.
Group advised not to run in certain areas.
Where possible activities to take place away from steep terrain 
Group advised to stay to paths or designated work areas. When exploring steep terrain, group supervised by Leaders. 
	

	Trees
	Falling branches/trees log stacks /fallen trees, climbing

	Head injury, Injury from falling out of tree or from a branch falling on individual
	Weekly visual check of trees by Leaders.
Annual check of trees by Tree Safety surveyor  (report filed and stored) and tree surgeon to carry out actions identified.
Learners given verbal warning on tree safety and areas they cannot go due to identified tree risk are roped off.
Weather forecast checked daily for high winds. Site evacuated if winds reach agreed critical level of 47mph
	

	Other users of the woodland
	Members of the public, rally drivers, archery, Pheasant shoot, woodland operations (eg felling)

	Safeguarding, risks from other site users (inc. abduction, physical or sexual abuse)
	Private land signs displayed. ATOTW operates on Private rented land so any members of the public can be asked to leave. If they do not leave the site the police can be called to deal with trespassing. Main gate is kept locked during running sessions so vehicles cannot enter the site. Pedestrian gate is opened during sessions to allow for parents/careers to access the site where needed.
Check with landowner on a monthly basis when other activities are planned for the woodland.  
All gates locked when no sessions are running.
Supervision of the group at all times.
Maintain appropriate ratios of adults to children
Position adults in appropriate positions during activities where children will be separated  
	

	Animals and animal products (Faeces)
	Ticks, faeces, dead animals
	Lymnes disease, ingestion of bacteria
	Activities to be carried out away from areas of  dense bracken
Tick removal tool carried in first aid kit and information sheets available to parents/teachers.
Hand washing before eating. Dead animals removed from site before session. If dead animal/animal products are found by children please see Activities Risk Assessment. 
	

	Plants, Fungi
	Brambles, Nettles, Berries, 
Toxic plants and fungi
	Scratches, stings, allergic reactions related to vegetation, Poisoning by toxic plants or fungi
	Verbal warnings given before / during woodland walk / log pile / leaf litter activity
Verbal warnings not to snap off branches / throw or wield branches
Verbal warnings given before / during activities not to eat plants / berries / fungi
Hands must be washed before eating
Washing facilities available
	

	Foreign bodies in the woodland 
	Barbed wire, used needles, litter, abandoned agricultural/forestry machinery/equipment 
	Infection, cuts
	Daily site check by Leaders. Litter and any foreign objects removed by Leaders. Children verbally warned not to touch litter but to show an adult if they find something. 
	

	Equipment Store Hut

	Shelves
	Falling/breaking due to overloading/ wear and tear
	Crush injuries
	Shelves checked annually for any signs of rot or wear and tear needing maintenance. Heavier items stored lower down when possible.
	

	Storage Containers
	Breaking boxes, falling boxes
	Lifting injuries 
	Boxes not over loaded, any broken boxes replaced termly. Boxes clearly labelled with contents. 
	

	Rafters
	Wooden beams at head height
	Head injury 
	Coloured ribbon tied to rafters to make them more visible to Adult users.
	

	Shed Doors
	Hinges, padlock, bolt
	Fingers trapped or crushed
	Cloak room kept open during sessions. Central Shed kept shut. Adult supervision if children are entering or exiting the central shed. Door locked using bolt and padlock when site not in use
Storage and Staff side of shed kept shut during sessions. Internal doors kept shut during sessions, or opened with adult supervision.
	

	Wood burner
	Burning wood, heat, smoke, hot chimney, sparks, flames, hot ash
	Burns, scolds, smoke inhalation, Carbon Monoxide inhalation
	Carbon Monoxide detector in the shed. Tested annually. Burns kit stored visibly in the shed. Water available for burn treatments and a qualified First Aider on site during all sessions. Children to sit away from lit woodburner with the fire guard surrounding the immediate area around the woodburner.  Adults to use the fire gloves when operating the door to the woodburner.
	

	Medicines and tools
	Sharp tools, medicine/tablets/epi pens
	Cuts, grazes, poisoning, ingestion of pharmaceuticals 
	All stored out of reach in shed.
Medicines stored in boxes.
Storage shed and central door to remain shut during the session.

	

	Perishable food 
	Food stored in shed for session. Including dried food stored for long periods (flour, spices, sugar)
	Food poisoning, allergies, contamination, attraction for vermin
	Food stored in cool box with thermometer to monitor temperature. Dried goods stored in sealed boxes and checked monthly to remove any items nearing their use by dates. Fresh milk to be bought in daily. 
	

	Cleaning and Hygiene products
	
	Poisoning, chemical burns/rashes
	All cleaning chemicals to be stored on the top shelf in the Storage shed. Wipes and hygiene products for toileting to be stored in sealed boxes.
	

	Vermin 
	Alive + dead Rats/ mice, feaces, urine, chewing/eating equipment/food, 
	Diseases, bacteria
	Measures to be taken to ensure all food, cutlery and food preparation utensils are safely stored in rodent proof boxes. Food preparation areas to be wiped down with antibacterial spray. Ensure no food scraps left on the floor after children's lunches are packed away. Rodent traps to be set up within our shed to catch any rodents. Shed surfaces and floor to be kept clean and swept of any potential rodent excreta. Regular hand washing is promoted amongst staff and children. Rain water butts on site to be rodent/proofed. Children and adults are instructed to only drink safe water brought to site by practitioners. Practitioners remain vigilant for signs of rodent activity. Dead rodents disposed of responsibly.
	

	Kitchen Area

	Washing up station
	Contamination
	Food poisoning, allergy reactions
	Surfaces to be cleaned before, during and after use. Continuous supply of washing up liquid. Sponges and brushes to be replaced regularly. Separate bowls to be used to accommodate food allergies. Separate bowls to be used for Nappy changing, First Aid, and food preparation.
	

	Hand towels and Hand washing Station
	Germs spreading
	Illness, sharing of skin conditions
	All adults and children are provided with a clean towel every week. Towels are swapped sooner if they become soiled. Laundry is washed weekly. Tea towels are replaced with fresh daily. All participants have their own labelled towel to avoid contamination.
	

	Cooking Equipment
	Contamination
	Food poisoning, allergy reactions
	Cooking equipment is stored in sealed boxes, or hung up in the shed (cast iron pans). It is wiped before use and cleaned with hot soapy water after use.
	

	Bin storage
	Rotting food Encouraging rodents
	Food poisoning

	Food bin is emptied daily. General waste is emptied weekly, as in the recycling.
Bins are cleaned out with disinfectant when required. Rubbish is removed from site.
	

	Toilets

	Compost Toilet building
	Steps
Foot stools
Wet/Slippy flooring
Door/hinges
	Slips, trips, falls
Fingers trapped in doors
	Toilets are checked before each session for hazards.
Doors are kept open, or can be shut by an adult if the child desires more privacy.
Adults supervise use of the toilets and can support children who need help climbing onto the foot stool or loo seat by lifting them.
	

	Hygiene boxes
	Chemicals
	Ingestion
Skin irritation 
	Boxes are kept on the shelves and only used by adults.
Cleaning spray is premixed mild disinfectant and is stored up high and only used by adults.
	

	Urinals
	Urine 
	Unsanitary
	Children are given explanations for how to use the urinals and have demonstrations from other children.
Adults only to empty the urine. Urine emptied after each individual use.
	

	Waste and Waste storage
	Faeces and urine
Heavy lifting 
	Illness
Injury to staff lifting the bins
	Adults to be trained in emptying and storage management of the waste bins. Bins to be monitored daily and emptied weekly where required.
	

	Car park

	Cars
	Moving cars
	Run over, broken bones, risk of death
	Children always supervised in the carpark. Gates kept locked during sessions so no unexpected cars should be coming into the carpark. Leader to be aware of any forestry activity which may need to use the carpark and change session plans/collection/drop offs from parents accordingly. Cars to drive slowly in the carpark. Sign on gate states 5miles per hour limit
	

	Ground
	Uneven ground, loose gravel, large potholes
	Slips, trips, falls
	Children are supervised in the car park. Children are warned about the uneven ground. 
Some groups may use the carpark for play and wide games when the gate is locked and no cars are moving, however this is at the leaders discretion. 
	

	Bird flu boot disinfectant
	Risk of spreading bird flu, risk of getting disinfectant on skin
	Bird flu, chemical burns
	Children and adults to walk slowly through the disinfectant trays at the entrance to camp when advised by the landlord. Disinfectant to be heavily diluted (1:50 ratio). Children always supervised in car park and not permitted to play or splash in the trays.
	

	Cargo Net   

	Ground under net
	Stones
Exposed roots
	Bumps and grazes
	Ground under net checked daily by Staff 
Woodchip placed over any exposed roots
Stones removed
	

	Net area
	Holes in the net
Rope itself
	Rope burn 
Limbs trapping between the rope and becoming twisted or bent
	A narrow ‘weave’ of net used to reduce the opportunity for limbs to fall through the holes.
Only 4 children to play on the net at once
Adults to supervise play on the net (from a distance is adequate for some groups)

	

	Ropes tied to trees
	Rope
	Walking into the ropes – neck injury
Rope burn
	Children supervised around the net area. Ropes made visible with ribbon where needed. 
	

	Tree House    

	Ladder
	Slippy beams
	Slips
	Only one child to climb on the ladder at once.
Adults to supervise for certain groups.
	

	Hole
	
	
	Out of Bounds currently
	

	Floor of tree house
	
	
	Out of Bounds currently
	

	Branches within the tree house
	
	
	Out of Bounds currently
	

	Mud Kitchens

	Mud
	Stagnant water/mud
	Disease and water born bacteria
	Hand washing before eating, food preparing.
Kitchen regularly brushes down and water changed through use and rainfall.
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk146701936]Pots, pans, watering cans, other mud kitchen equipment
	Heavy metal equipment
	Dropped or thrown at head/body
	Pots and pans to be played with appropriately. Any dysregulated play to be stopped by an adult.
	

	Swings

	Seated swing 
	Rope, wooden board, stones and roots underfoot
	Rope burn, falls, fingers becoming trapped under wood or in rope
	Swing to have rubber matting underneath main use area to act as padding for falls and to protect roots of trees.
Swing to be checked daily for security and wear and tear to ropes. 
Children to be monitored when playing, especially for new or learners unstable on their feet. 1 Child at a time on the swing.
	

	Ball swing
	Rope, bouy, stones and roots underfoot
	Rope burn, falls, fingers becoming trapped in rope, bouy hitting children in face/body
	Swing to have rubber matting underneath main use area to act as padding for falls and to protect roots of trees.
Swing to be checked daily for security and wear and tear to ropes. 
Children to be monitored when playing, especially for new or learners unstable on their feet. 1 Child at a time on the swing. Adult to be especially aware of children playing on swing as this is further away from main camp area, some children will require closer supervision as part of a dynamic risk assessment. 
	

	Teepee Shelter

	Fabric Teepee shelter
	Loose ropes, falling structure
	Trips, suffocation
	Teepee checked daily for wear and tear. Ropes and poles securing teepee to have ribbons on for increased visibility. 
	

	Camp fire circle

	Fire
	Flames, Heat, Burning logs, Embers, hot ash, sparks
	Burns, scolds, ash in eyes, heat exposure, chilblains 
	Verbal warnings given before / during activities involving fire, highlighting safe practice. 
Adults only in charge of feeding fire or using a kettle. Fire gloves and kneeling mat available.
Group members not to poke the fire or put anything onto/ take anything off the fire – “What goes on the fire, stays on the fire”
No running around the fire site. Walking around the log seating not across the circle for learners/children.
Children to ask to come into the fire circle.
Seating appropriate distance away from fire.
Young people to be supervised at all times around fire
Fire never left unattended
Water, fire bucket and first aid kit on hand at all times
Only calm and careful children are invited to work at the fire – dynamic risk assessment required by Leader here. 
Children cooking on the fire to be supervised closely by member of staff, depending on dynamic risk assessment the ratio of adult to children will vary. 
	

	Rocket Stove
	Flames, heat, hot metal
	Burns, scolds
	As above.
Awareness of metal chimney highlighted for learners. Rockstove allowed to full cool down before being stored in Fire Cupboard of the shed.
	

	Kelly Kettle
	Boiling water, steam, flames, heat, hot metal
	Burns, scolds
	As above.
Cork bung always fully removed before the fire is lit. NEVER light a Kelly kettle with the cork in place. Do not over fill the water chamber. Use fire gloves when lifting/pouring the water. Always pour water into a vessel on the ground, not into one held. Kelly kettle used only on a flat area with a  boundary in place for learners setting the distance they must be. A rope can be used for this, or a circle drawn in the earth. Kellykettle allowed to full cool down before being stored in Fire Cupboard of the shed.
	

	Griddle/Trivet
	Hot metal
Metal legs
	Burns, scolds
Impalement on the legs
	Griddle to be stored in the shed when not in use. Griddle to be kept with legs to the ground to prevent impalement. Fire gloves to be used when moving the hot griddle. 
	

	Smoke
	Smoke, Carbon monoxide, toxic gas
	Asma attack, breathing difficulties, coughing, asphyxiation, lung damage
	Use of dry seasoned wood for burning to reduce smoke
Users to sit away from smoke and move accordingly if it changes direction. 
No toxic or treated wood to be burnt 

	

	Log seating
	
	Slips, Trips, Crush injury
	Logs to remain in the positions the leader has set. Logs used only as tables and chairs, not for climbing on.
	

	Waterbutts

	Waterbutt
	Heavy waterbutt
	Toppling onto children – crush injuries
	Measures to be taken to stabilise the waterbutts alongside trees using cordage in order to prevent the water butts from toppling on top of anyone. Daily check for security of fastenings by leader.
	

	Water
	Contamination, Ingestion
	Food poisoning, Water born diseases and bacteria
	Rodent deterrent mesh to be used at the pipe entrance to the water butt to ensure rodents cannot enter the waterbutt via the drainpipe. 
Waterbutts cleaned out every half term with soapy water to prevent bacterial build up and disturb any insect activity. 
Children to wash hands before eating/cooking after playing with the waterbutt.
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Tarps, Ropes

	Rope
	Loose rope/paracord/ twine
	Torniquets, strangulation, rope burn, tripping 
	Ropes and twine to be secured in a safe manner so that children are not at risk of running into ropes or tripping. 
When not being used, twine and scissors to be stored in the shed out of reach of children. 
Ropes to be hung from beams out of reach of the children. 
Twine and ropes used in games and play only to be done so when staff are supervising the activity 
Ropes to be checked in the morning as part of the daily checks. 
Temporary tarps and fixtures including rope/twine/paracord to be checked by leader while children are building to ensure safe stability. Remove temporary fixtures when no longer in use.
Ribbon tided on permanent ropes to increase visibility.
	

	Tarps
	Loose tarps, leaking tarps
	Suffocation, entanglement, getting wet+cold unexpectedly (exposure/hyperthermia) 
	Permanent camp tarps checked daily so they are tight and no leaks present.  
Temporary tarps removed and stored in shed when not in use. When storing tarp, check for any new wear and tear that may deem it unsuitable and notify leader.
Tarps to be classed as tools and adult supervision required when children are using temporary shelters or tarps in play. 

	

	Log store   

	Logs
	Large or loose logs
	Crush injuries, lifting injuries, splinters
	Logs to be stacked securely in store. Only adults to collect logs from store, or children under supervision. 
	

	Door/Curtain cover
	Weighted curtain
	Curtain falling on head
	Curtain to be fixed as rolled up when log store is in use. Both fastenings to be used to reduce chances of curtain falling.
	

	Book Nook   

	Step up into nook
	Uneven ground
	Trips and falls
	Users warned about the step when first using Book Nook.
First Aid reports monitored by Manager
	

	Books
	Hard, heavy books
	Dropping books on hands/fingers. Throwing books at others
	Books selected by the leader which are suitable size and weight for learners to use.
	

	Foam seating 
	Wet/slippery surface
	Slips, trips, falls
	Learners to sit on foam seating rather than stand to prevent it getting too wet. Leaders to monitor area throughout the session in case it needs drying with a towel.
	

	Hammocks (inside and outside)

	Hammock
	Height, ropes, clasps, D rings, dirty/damp fabric
	Falling out – head injury, fingers/hair getting caught in rope/clasps
Mould causing illness, contamination of bacteria
	Wash Hammocks whenever they become soiled from use. All hammocks washed twice a year (Summer holidays + Christmas break)
Hammocks stored in dry shed. Must be dry before packing into airtight boxes to avoid mould growth.
Hammocks taken down at the end of each session and secured by a Leader at the start of a session. Leader to test the strength of fastenings daily before use.
Learners advised to use hammocks for gentle play and relaxation, not as a vigorous swing.
Children supervised while using hammocks initially to assess whether they are using them responsibly. 
	

	Bedding
	dirty/damp fabric
	Mould causing illness, contamination of bacteria
	Wash bedding whenever they become soiled from use. All bedding washed twice a year (Summer holidays + Christmas break)
Children to take off wellies and waterproof outerlayers when using bedding for naps.

	

	Wood chip area

	Wood chip pile across the track
	Unstable surface
Raised ramp/mount
	Slips, trips, falls
	Children to be supervised closely in the woodchip area as it is over the track and outside the camp boundary.
One adult minimum to always be with children in this area.
Adult to end play in this area for individuals who are dysregulated/unable to be safe.
	

	Wood chip/ sawdust
	Loose pieces of wood, small fragments of dust
	Splinters, Scratches/ Irritant for eyes/skin
	Children not to flick or throw woodchip/sawdust
Children not to put woodchip on own or others heads or exposed skin
Non toxic wood to be used
	

	Rhododendron Den

	Potentially isolated/out of sight area
	Unsupervised adults, unsupervised children
	Safeguarding
	All adults working with children to be DBS checked
Adults to communicate if they are taking a group to this space
Adults to be in the space with more than one child at a time
Children to be supervised in the den at all times. They will need an adult to go with them to this area as it is beyond the camp boundary (marked with pink ribbon).
	

	Low branches, brambles, ‘overgrown’ area
	Branches at head height, nettles, brambles, ticks
	Cuts, grazes, scratches, tick bites, eye injury, nettle rash
	Adults to periodically check the den for sharp eye level branches and twigs and remove these.
Children verbally warned to be aware of protecting their eyes and skin when playing in the den.
	




	Signed: 
	Hannah Standen
	

	Date:
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